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LinkedIn Profile Development and Professional Branding Assignment

Purpose
The purpose of this assignment is to help students develop a professional online presence and begin building a digital brand that reflects their academic experiences, skills, career interests, and professional goals. Students will learn how to use LinkedIn as a networking, career exploration, and professional development tool.

Learning Outcomes
By completing this assignment, students will be able to:
· Develop or improve a professional LinkedIn profile. 
· Create a professional brand statement that communicates career interests and strengths. 
· Demonstrate digital professionalism and networking etiquette. 
· Identify ways to build professional connections and industry engagement online. 
· Reflect on the importance of professional online identity management. 

Assignment Overview
Students will create or enhance their LinkedIn profile to reflect their academic experiences, skills, leadership, and career interests. Students will also complete a reflection discussing professional branding and digital professionalism.

This assignment is designed to help students begin establishing a professional online presence that can support internships, employment opportunities, networking, graduate school applications, and career exploration.

Assignment Components

Part 1: LinkedIn Profile Development
Students must create or revise a LinkedIn profile that includes the following required sections:

Required LinkedIn Sections

1. Professional Profile Photo
· Use a professional or business-casual headshot 
· Utilize the Iris Photo Booth in Corbett Center, 2nd Floor
· Appropriate lighting, attire, and background 
· Clear and professional appearance 

2. Professional Headline
Students will create a concise headline that highlights:
· Major or field of study 
· Career interests 
· Professional strengths or goals 

Example Headlines
· Marketing Student Interested in Digital Media & Brand Strategy 
· Mechanical Engineering Student Seeking Internship Opportunities 
· Future Healthcare Professional Passionate About Community Wellness 

3. About/Summary Section
Students will write a professional summary (approximately 150–250 words) that includes:
· Academic background 
· Career interests 
· Key strengths and skills 
· Professional goals 
· Relevant experiences or interests 

The expectations for the written summary should:
· Be written in professional language 
· Demonstrate confidence and authenticity 
· Clearly communicate career interests and goals 

4. Experience Section
Students should include:
· Employment 
· Internships 
· Volunteer work 
· Leadership roles 
· Research 
· Relevant academic projects 
Descriptions should include:
· Responsibilities 
· Skills utilized 
· Accomplishments 
· Transferable skills 

5. Skills Section
Students must include at least 10 relevant skills, such as:
· Communication 
· Leadership 
· Teamwork 
· Technical skills 
· Data analysis 
· Project management 
· Public speaking 
· Problem-solving 

6. Education Section
Students should include:
· Institution 
· Degree program 
· Expected graduation date 
· Relevant coursework, honors, or certifications (optional) 

Part 2: Professional Branding Reflection
Students will submit a 1–2 page reflection discussing their digital professional identity and what they learned through the assignment.

Reflection Questions
Students should address:
· What impression does your LinkedIn profile communicate to employers or professionals? 
· What strengths or experiences were easiest to showcase? 
· What areas of your professional profile still need development? 
· How can LinkedIn support networking and career opportunities? 
· What did you learn about digital professionalism and personal branding? 
· How will you continue improving your professional online presence? 

Expectations for written reflections should:
· Be professionally written and organized 
· Demonstrate thoughtful analysis and self-reflection 
· Flow cohesively rather than using a question-and-answer format 

Optional Professional Development Components
Faculty may choose to include additional requirements such as:

Networking Activity
Students connect with:
· Classmates 
· Faculty 
· Alumni 
· Professionals 
· Employers 

Industry Engagement
Students may:
· Follow industry organizations 
· Join professional LinkedIn groups 
· Engage with professional content 
· Follow companies related to career interests 

Career Center Integration
Students may participate in:
· LinkedIn workshops 
· Profile reviews 
· Professional headshot events 
· Networking sessions 

Submission Requirements
Students must submit:
1. LinkedIn profile URL or screenshots 
2. Professional branding reflection paper 
3. Proof of completed required sections 
Optional:
· Networking strategy 
· List of professional groups joined 
· Connection outreach examples 

Suggested Evaluation Criteria
	Criteria
	Points

	Completion and professionalism of LinkedIn profile
	35

	Quality of headline and summary section
	20

	Effective presentation of skills and experiences
	20

	Reflection depth and professionalism
	15

	Grammar, formatting, and overall quality
	10


Total: 100 points

This assignment aligns with the following Career Readiness Competencies:  
· Professional Communication 
· Networking 
· Career Management 
· Digital Professionalism 
· Self-Development 
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